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It was my great pleasure and honor to
be accepted as one of the teachers who
supported the Erasmus+ meeting held in
Hungary from October 8" to 12" in 2016.
My participation was made possible thanks
to the Turkish coordinator Ms. Tulay Onder.
She has been actively involved in Comenius
and Erasmus for more than 10 years. She
has sent over 100 students of hers to other
foreign countries so far.

It was in 2012 that I was introduced to
Ms. Tulay Onder by an American teacher
based in Japan. Ms. Onder and I started to
exchange a number of e-mails to launch
the intercultural exchange project between
Turkish students and Japanese students. Our
objective was to show our students in both
countries the significance of communication
using English as global citizens. I visited
her school in Ankara twice to show the
video letters made by Japanese students,
and Ms. Onder visited my university and
an elementary school in Fukushima, where
people are still suffering after the disaster
of the nuclear power plant owing to the
Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.
She also made an excellent presentation on
Comenius and Erasmus at my university,

which eventually brought me to Hungary
this year.

[ was most interested in the growth of
the students’ intercultural communicative
competence through this experience. The
participating students were 4 Turkish, 3
Polish, and 2 French students of the age of
12. At first, they were shy and tended to
stick to their friends from the same country.
However, while enjoying a sightseeing tour
in Budapest, they gradually got closer to
one another. They began to communicate
with each other using English and showing
photos on their smart phones. It was really
moving to witness their growing friendship.

After a long bus ride from Budapest, we
arrived in Szeghalom at 11:10 p.m. The
Hungarian host families were waving hands
for us with big smiles in spite of their long
wait. All the students went to their homes
with anxious expressions on their faces.
On the following day, we went on a tour
in Gyula town together, and we knew that
they had already made friends with their
host brothers or host sisters. They started
to go to school from the next day and spent
5 days with their host families. When we
left Szeghalom on the final day, it was such
a touching moment that the Hungarian
students and the foreign students hugged
each other when saying good-bye. One of
the Turkish students strongly hoped to
participate in the next Erasmus meeting
held in France in order to see her French
friends. She said that she would become an
English teacher and apply for Erasmus in
her future.



I witnessed the creations of beautiful
friendships not only among the students
but also among the teachers. In order to
improve their education for the sake of
their students, all the teachers were trying
to understand each other and learn from
one another. The theme of this project is
“Let’s Create a More Healthy Europe!” The
Erasmus teachers learned how to make
seasonings from damaged vegetables
in a home economics class taught by a
Hungarian teacher and enjoyed it.

The teachers participating in the Erasmus
project also gave lessons to Hungarian
students. As for me, I gave a Japanese culture
class to 6" graders. It was all in English, and
the Hungarian students followed me very
well. I had them do a game to elicit their
knowledge about Japan, enjoy a Japanese
alphabet card game made by my university
students, taught origami and wrote each
student’s name with Japanese calligraphy.
All the students actively participated in the
class and enjoyed the lesson. The Hungarian
teacher who observed my class gave me
very positive comments afterwards.

[ was also impressed with the students’
poster presentations on the theme of
healthy, lifestyles and the introduction
of their own countries for other Erasmus
members. It was obvious that students were
motivated to become autonomous learners
via the project-based learning. I realized that
the Erasmus teachers carefully designed
their lessons so that students would develop
their language skills and would be more
motivated to learn about the theme. At

the same time, they would become more
interested in the cultures of other countries.
It is exactly CLIL (Content and Language
Integrated Learning) and students could
develop their critical thinking skills as well.
Learning languages in this globalized world
should be based on this method, I believe.

One Finnish teacher said to me that
Erasmus— is like building bridges between
different countries. It may be a small step,
but as water rings expand by throwing a
stone into a pond, their sincere work will
lead to a brighter future for European
countries. My hope is that this project
becomes more global with the addition of
Asian countries, American countries and
African countries. The Erasmus+ Project is
Content and Language Integrated Learning,
and it caters for global education in the 21*
century. I hope children from all over the
world can learn via this method and develop
their awareness of a global citizenship,
which is the right direction for world peace.
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